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April 11, 2007 

 
 
Marine Life Protection Act Initiative 
c/o California Resources Agency 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311, Sacramento, CA 95814 
via fax 916-653-8102 / Attn: Melissa Miller-Henson 
 
Re: Nomination for North Central Coast Regional Stakeholder Group 
 
Dear Ms. Miller-Henson: 
 
I would like to serve on the North Central Coast Regional Stakeholders Committee.  I 
represent environmentally concerned citizens who would like to enhance the both the 
ocean’s biodiversity and its productivity.  My understanding is that scientific studies 
worldwide have shown that carefully designed Marine Reserves can enhance both.   I 
have lived on the coastline (in Muir Beach and Inverness) for over 20 years and am an 
avid consumer of locally caught fish, but not a fisherman.   Thus I do not have any 
set position regarding the boundaries or regulations for Marine Life Protected Areas 
in this area and my mind is open to working though a stakeholder process that will 
create a reasonable proposal.  I have participated in a number of stakeholder 
processes and am generally familiar with the process.  I understand that this process 
will take time but because I am retired, I can commit the time and effort needed to 
fulfill the stakeholder committee's responsibilities.  I have volunteered for a number 
of conservation organizations and have developed a network of contacts that I can 
connect through to the MLPA process, as the following resume should make clear. 
 
Background related to MLPA stakeholder participation:  
 
GGNRA/PRNS Citizens Advisory Commission: ’00-‘02 
Appointed by Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt to represent the public at 
large, with special concern for Marin County, on this federal Commission.  Our job 
was to largely as an ombudsman facilitating communication between NPS official and 
the public during a period of intense public unhappiness with GGNRA.  
 
GGNRA Negotiated Rulemaking Committee ’05-current 
Appointed by the Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton to represent environmental 
interests on this Federal Commission. Our job is to determine if there are areas of 
mutual agreement between off-leash advocates and environmentalists.  I am 
personally what might be called a “moderate” between hard-core positions.  
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Background related to MLPA stakeholder participation (continued) 
 
Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary SEALS Proram:’93-‘00 
As a volunteer of GFNMS, I help initiate and participated in programs that educated 
and mitigated clamming/fishing activities that were increasing harbor seal pup 
mortality.  These programs showed that with appropriate education and volunteer 
effort, dual use was possible.     
 
Marin County Open Space District Wildlife Disturbance Committee:’98-‘03 
I worked with representatives from Marin Audubon, the Sierra Club, the Bay Area 
Sea Kayakers, SurfRider, local kayak outfitters and regulatory agencies to create a 
cooperative framework to educate kayakers about potential negative impacts from 
certain of their activities on birds and seals.   
 
Marin Environmental Housing Collaborative ’05-current 
MEHC is a collaboration between housing advocates and environmental advocates to 
encourage affordable housing in areas that are not environmentally sensitive.  
 
Audubon Canyon Ranch Advisory Board ’98-current 
Audubon Canyon Ranch is a coastal preserve set aside for environmental education 
for school kids, whom I lead on nature walks ’93-’98.  Last year, as interim Treasurer 
I resolved an internal debate about how to apply our Endowment. 
 
Tomales Bay Watershed Council: ’05-current 
I represent the environmental community on this multi-stakeholder Council that 
includes the public, businesses, agriculture interests and mariculture interests.  I 
serve both on Technical Committees allocating grant money and on the Council 
Foundation Board. 
  
Marin Municipal Water District Lagunitas TAC ’00-current 
I represent the environmental community on this Advisory Committee that attempts 
to balance the legal responsibilities of the District to supply water to 80% of Marin 
County with their responsibility to protect public interest fisheries. 
 
I also have participated in a number of hands-on environmental activities: 
PRNS Elephant Seal Docent: ‘97-current 
GGNRA Spotted Owl Surveyor: ’95-‘04 
GGNRA/PRNS Salmon Surveyor: ’95-current 
GFNMS BeachWatch Surveyor (Drakes Beach): ’93-current 
Cypress Grove Tomales Bay Shorebird surveyor: ‘’02-current   
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I have also been involved with various other environmental organizations: 
Marin Environmental Forum, Graduate '93 
Terwilliger Nature Center, Nature Guide '93-'97 
Marin Audubon, Director, Treasurer '98-'99 
Environmental Action Committee of West Marin: Director '99-‘06 
I am currently volunteering for the Sierra Club  
 
And have been the recipient of the following environmental awards: 
 National Marine Sanctuary Foundation:  National Volunteer of the Year Award ‘03 
Marin Conservation League: Marin Green Award ‘04 
 
Other Organizations: 
Harvard University: ’64-‘68 
SF Zen Center: resident ’68-72 
Westbrae Natural Foods, Founding Shareholder and President '72-'88 
Muir Beach Community Services, Director '90-'92, Water Committee '93-‘94 
 
Outreach capacities: 
I am in virtually daily email contact with all the local environmental organizations with 
whom I work on various local projects.  I also meet regularly with our local County 
Supervisors and our local Assemblyman, Jared Huffman, to exchange information.  I 
have cable internet access with a more than adequate download capability.  
 
Summary 
I believe I can contribute a cool head to what, in other areas, has seemingly been a 
difficult MLPA process.   I appreciate the local fisheries and respect the value of 
getting out into nature that recreational fishing provides.  I also value the food 
resources that healthy commercial fisheries provide.  These activities need not be 
incompatible with protecting biodiversity.  In fact, if we are going to have coastal 
fisheries activities that are ongoing for future generations, we have to build from a 
strong base of protecting the biodiversity base.    At the same time, I also 
understand that this current generation that is involved in the fishery industry has 
mouths to feed and payments to make.  I appreciate the MPLA process that will 
initiate discussions and come to some balance of these interests.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Gordon Bennett 
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